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William Lafayette Scott graduated from the University of North Carolina in
1854 with first honors, as valedictorian of his class.! In 1852, William began
teaching at Edgeworth Female Seminary in Greensboro where he remained until
1854.2 In 1854, William became Lieutenant-colonel in the 21st North Carolina
Regiment.3

William received his license to practice law in 1856. From 1856 to 1857,
Scott practiced in Georgia with Benjamin H. Hill.# He returned to Greensboro
following Hill’s death and formed the firm Scott & Scott with his brother, Levi, in
Greensboro in 1857.5 In April 1865, North Carolina Governor Zebulon B. Vance used
the brothers’ office to avoid the chaos erupting in Raleigh due to the Civil War. It
was in Scott's office that the Governor wrote his proclamation for support to the
citizens of North Carolina.t

Following the conclusion of the war, Greensboro was placed under military
control and General Canby appointed Scott as military mayor of Greensboro.” He
took the place of elected Mayor Richard Sterling and held the position until 1869.8
Scott is credited with making more improvements in the city than any mayor before
him, including paving Elm Street.®
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